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Message from the Chair
Darren Yungmann

These certainly 
are crazy times. 
After coming 
through a global 
pandemic, we 
were hopeful 
things would 
get back to 
“normal”.  Then 
mother nature 
threw us yet 

another curve ball... the results of which 
are yet to be seen.  

The Canary Seed Development 
Commission of Saskatchewan research 
projects have been affected by both 
the pandemic and the weather. Our 
researcher advisors, Bill May and Pierre 
Hucl, are adapting to the situation and still 
hopeful to achieve results in some of their 
projects. Work includes further study on 
the benefits of chloride and its movement 
within the field, and varietal development 
with improved herbicide tolerance.

CSDCS directors were excited to have 
our first in person meeting on July 15 in 
St. Gregor. There is continued optimism 
on the food development side of Canary 
seed. Though it seems to be moving at 
a snail’s pace, alpiste is on the verge of 
being a commercial food ingredient... 
baby steps.  

Following our meeting, the board toured 
Bornhorst Seeds, a dedicated Canary 
seed processing plant. Wow! It is an 
amazing, world-class facility. Thanks to 
the staff for showing us how our product 
is packaged for distribution around  
the world.   

Good luck to everyone dealing with the 
game mother nature is playing with us 
this year. Please stay safe. And, as we 
farmers often say, there’s always  
next year.
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CSDCS Board of Directors & Staff

CSDCS Annual General Meeting 
January 10, 2022

in Saskatoon

After a year when AGMs had to be held virtually, most crop 
commissions are planning for in-person meetings during Crop 
Production Week, starting January 10, 2022.

The Canary Seed Development Commission is planning its AGM 
and information session for the morning of Monday, January 10 at 
Prairieland Park in Saskatoon. Last year, many producers enjoyed the 
convenience of attending meetings virtually, so the CSDCS meeting will 
be a hybrid. You will be able to attend in person or participate on line.

Those attending in person will already be on site for the opening of the 
Crop Production Show.

Watch for more details in the December newsletter and on 
www.canaryseed.ca. 

Back row: Richard Lindsay, Jim Hale, Stuart Lawrence, Chad Haskey, Justin Korte, 
David Nobbs

Front row: Kevin Hursh, Darren Yungmann, Adele Buettner
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Nomination Deadline – October 6, 2021 at 12:00 p.m.
Nominations are being accepted for one director position on the board of the Canary Seed Development 
Commission of Saskatchewan (CSDCS).

Directors serve a three-year term and are eligible for re-election for an additional two terms. The CSDCS board 
consists of up to seven elected directors who represent all Saskatchewan Canary seed producers and direct the 
operations and programs of the CSDCS. 

Directors are not paid a salary; however, they do receive a per diem for the actual days spent on CSDCS business. 
Expenses are also reimbursed. CSDCS directors attend approximately five regular board meetings per year and are 
sometimes called upon to represent the CSDCS at meetings and major conferences that help shape the Canary seed 
industry. The total time commitment is typically fewer than six days per year. Some meetings may be held by Zoom.

To stand for office, nominate, or vote, a person must be a registered producer with the CSDCS. A registered Canary 
seed producer is any producer who has had a Saskatchewan Canary seed levy deducted in the last three years, and 
who has not requested a refund in the last year of levy payment. All producers selling Saskatchewan-grown Canary 
seed to registered buyers are automatically registered with the CSDCS.

A registered producer that is a corporation, association, society, farming partnership, producer who has sold jointly 
with another individual or individuals, or any designation other than an individual, is entitled to nominate, vote and 
hold office through a designated representative who has been appointed in writing. Completion of a Designated 
Voting Representative Form is required.

The nomination form and Designated Voting Representative form are available from the CSDCS office via  
telephone at 306.975.6624. Nomination forms are also available for download from www.canaryseed.ca. 

Completed forms must be received by the Returning Officer no later than 12:00 p.m. (noon) on Wednesday, 
October 6, 2021. Forms need to be signed by three registered Canary seed producers and they  
must provide Designated Voting Rep forms if Canary seed was not sold in the individual’s name.  
You may want four or five signatures in case someone who signs isn’t actually registered.  
It is also important to send forms in well before October 6th so any issues can be addressed  
before the deadline. 

New this year is the requirement for a bio of up to 300 words to accompany each nomination.  
The bio can include information on the candidate’s background, farming operation and ideas for  
advancing Canary seed. In the event of an election, candidate bios will be provided to voters.

The Returning Officer’s contact information, including email, fax and phone number is included on  
the nomination form and completed nominations may be submitted by email, mail or fax.

An election (if required) will be held electronically with a mail-in ballot option. The new director officially  
assumes their position after the Annual General Meeting, which will be held in Saskatoon, SK on  
January 10, 2022.



4 Research Development
Kevin Hursh

Bill May, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, 
Indian Head

Bill May is concentrating on field slope chloride work this 
year. It appears slope position has a strong correlation 
to chloride response for Canary seed. May says soil tests 
have not been a great indicator of yield response. The field 
work involves tissue tests. In addition, there is synchrotron 
analysis to help track the distribution of chloride in the plant 
as well as a hydroponics system at Indian Head to grow 
plants with different levels of chloride. Overall, the aim is 
to determine why Canary seed is so different from other 
cereals when it comes to chloride.

Pierre Hucl, Crop Development Centre,  
University of Saskatchewan

A three-year extension to the Collaborative Agreement on 
Canary Seed Breeding and Germplasm Development was 
signed with the University of Saskatchewan. The CSDCS 
commitment is $85,000 per year for each of calendar 
years 2022, 2023 and 2024. Canary seed breeder Pierre 
Hucl delayed seeding Canary seed plots at the University’s 
Kernen Farm until after the rain in May. Lack of moisture 
and extreme heat has been a big issue. Hucl worries that 
plot data on new lines may not be all that useful given this 
year’s difficult growing conditions. See the photos below. 

Under an ADF (Ag Development Fund) project supported 
by CSDCS, Hucl continues to evaluate herbicide chemistries 
which may be useful in the crop.

ADOPT Trials

Led by Brianne McInnes of the Northeast Agricultural 
Research Foundation based at Melfort, various registered 
herbicides are being demonstrated for flax control in 
Canary seed. The trials are also being conducted at two 
other Agri-ARM sites – Wheatland Conservation Area at 
Swift Current and East Central Research Foundation at 
Yorkton. ADOPT funding from the Saskatchewan Ministry 
of Agriculture is funding this demonstration work.  Watch 
for results in subsequent newsletters.

Diverse Field Crop Cluster

A number of smaller acreage crops collaborate under 
the Diverse Field Crop Cluster with funding support from 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada. The Canary seed research 
project under the cluster is managed by Carol Ann Patterson 
with most of the work being conducted by Dr. Nancy Ames 
of AAFC in Winnipeg. COVID seriously delayed progress last 
year and timelines had to be juggled. The project should 
provide information on the shelf life of Canary seed groats 
and flour as well as sensory characteristics. 

Panicles from the breeder plot. This is 
dryland with no irrigation, but seeded early 
and Pierre Hucl estimates the yield will be 
about 10 bushels per acre.

Late-seeded trial with no irrigation.
Irrigation was added to some of Pierre 
Hucl’s Canary seed plots. In this plot, about 
three inches of water was added in two 
applications and it made a big difference to 
the stand.
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Even though updated estimates and numbers have been 
released for the 2021 Canary seed crop, there are still 
plenty of questions. Back in spring, StatsCan estimated 
seeded area at only 244,000 acres, 11% less than 2020. 
That seemed too low, after record-high prices were 
available to farmers. Then in June, 2021 seeded area was 
revised higher to 314,000 acres, now 15% above last year, 
more realistic but now could be a touch too high.

On the surface, a 70,000 acre change in seeded area 
estimates doesn’t seem like a huge deal but for a crop like 
Canary seed, the shift from 11% less to 15% more acres is 
very important. At least it seemed so earlier this summer.

Now, it’s the yield estimates that are stealing the show, 
and not in a good way. Earlier this summer, crop conditions 
were looking decent, with planting done in good time. 
There were niggling concerns about low soil moisture 
but the hope was that timely rains would keep the crop 
developing. As we know now, that’s not how it turned out.

According to Sask Ag, only 18% of the Canary seed crop 
was rated good or excellent as of mid-July. That’s a far 
cry from 61% good/excellent only two weeks earlier. 
Experience tells us that besides the actual rating number, 
declining trends late in the season are a strong indicator of 
a poor yield.

Trying to estimate yield is always a challenge and because 
2021 is unlike any year in recent history, it’s even more 
difficult. Going back far enough to other historic droughts 
like 2002 or 1988 reveals some truly awful yields around 
600 lb/acre. Maybe we are too optimistic, but we are 
hoping better farming practices could help keep the 2021 
yield closer to 900 lb/acre, compared to the 5-year average 
yield of 1,305 lb/acre.

At that rate, the low yields will take a big bite out of the 
2021 crop. Even with 15% more acres, production would 
slip to only 125,000 tonnes, 21% smaller than last year. 
And it’s not as if there is a bunch of old-crop Canary 
seed kicking around as a supply cushion. Carry-over from 
2020/21 will be bare-bones.

So what does this mean? Simply put, there won’t be 
enough Canary seed to meet everyone’s needs. Where 
possible, overseas buyers and Canadian birdseed packagers 
will have to adjust if they can by tweaking their product 
mix. Ultimately, they’ll have to cut back on Canary seed.

Demand will be reduced through higher prices. In 2020/21, 
bids hit record levels. The question for the upcoming year 
is how much of a new record can be set. At this point, we 
still don’t have a reasonable answer.

Canary Seed Market Outlook
Chuck Penner, LeftField Commodity Research
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Canary seed is now an official grain under the Canada Grain Act with the same payment protection as most other grains. This 
development is the direct result of requests by Canary seed producers through the CSDCS. 

The grading parameters are very basic and producers are unlikely to see any differences in how companies buy their Canary 
seed. However, dockage determination is now standardized.

Here is the news release issue by the Canadian Grain Commission in advance of the August 1, 2021 implementation of the change.

Canary Seed Will Soon Become  
an Official Grain
 
News Release from: 
Canadian Grain Commission 

Canary seed will soon be designated as an official grain 
under the Canada Grain Act.

Responding to producer calls for change and following 
consultations with stakeholders across the country, the 
Canadian Grain Commission is implementing regulatory 
changes that add Canary seed to the list of official 
grains.

Effective August 1, 2021, grain producers will benefit from the same rights, services and protections on their 
Canary seed crop as they do on other regulated grains, including:

•	 the	right	to	have	their	Canary	seed	assessed	for	grade	and	dockage	following	official	grading	
standards at time of delivery

•	 the	right	to	dispute	their	grain’s	assessment	at	a	licensed	primary	grain	elevator	at	the	time	of	delivery	
through	the	Canadian	Grain	Commission’s	Subject	to	Inspector’s	Grade	and	Dockage	service

•	 payment	protections	through	the	Canadian	Grain	Commission’s	Safeguards	for	Grain	Farmers	
Program

•	 access	to	no-fee	quality	assessments	through	the	Canadian	Grain	Commission’s	Harvest	Sample	
Program

The Canadian Grain Commission has consulted with Canary seed handlers and growers to determine the 
grade	and	quality	specifications	for	this	crop.	A	grade	determinant	table	along	with	a	moisture	chart	will	be	
added to our website in July 2021.

“After successive licensee failures where Canary 
seed growers were left empty handed, it was clear 
we needed to extend regulatory safeguards to the 
sector. We’re very pleased to be able to offer Canary 
seed growers the rights and services provided by 
the Canada Grain Act and help ensure they are fairly 
compensated for their deliveries.”

Doug Chorney, Chief Commissioner

Quick facts
• Under the Canada Grain Act, the 

Canadian Grain Commission is 
responsible for establishing and 
maintaining Canada’s grain grading 
system.

• Canary seed was the largest volume 
grain that was not protected under the 
Canada Grain Act.

• Canada accounts for 65% of global 
production and about 80% of total 
export of Canary seed. 

• The average production of Canary 
seed in Canada over the last six years 
was 149,600 tonnes and the average 
seeded area was 273,050 acres.

• Saskatchewan accounts for over 95% 
of Canadian acreage and production 
and is the world’s leading producer and 
exporter of Canary seed.

• Consultations with producer groups 
began after the failure of a grain 
company in 2019 left producers 
unpaid for $2.1 million of Canary seed 
deliveries to the company. Those 
producers didn’t qualify for payment 
protection under the Safeguards for 
Grain Farmers Program because Canary 
seed was not a designated grain under 
the Canada Grain Act.
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Registered Canary Seed Buyers
This list includes companies registered to collect and submit the Canary seed levy. The Canary Seed 
Development Commission of Canada does not endorse one buyer over another. Producers should note that 
the licensing and bonding provisions of the Canadian Grain Commission have been extended to Canary seed 
starting August 1, 2021. This provides producers with the same payment protection afforded most other crops. 
Most of the companies on this list are licensed and bonded, but a couple are still being contacted. If in doubt, 
check buyer status with the Canadian Grain Commission. Active buyers list as of August 8, 2021.

Agricom International Inc 
12 109-3711 Delbrooke Ave 
North Vancouver BC  V7N 3Z4 
T: 604-983-6922 
E: larraine@agricom.com

Agritel Grain Ltd 
PO Box 808 
Beausejour MB  R0E 0C0 
T: 204-268-1415 
E: info@agritelgrain.com

All Commodities (AC) Trading Ltd 
1600 2 Mile Road 
Winnipeg MB  R2N 4K1 
T: 204-339-8001 
E: kevin@allcommodities.ca

Alliance Pulse Processors Inc 
DBA A G T Foods Canada 
6200 East Primrose Green Dr 
Regina SK  S4V 3L7 
T: 844-248-4AGT 
E: buying@agtfoods.com

Besco Grain Ltd 
PO Box 1390 
Carman MB  R0G 0J0 
T: 204-745-3662 
E: brian@bescograin.ca

Bornhorst Seeds Ltd 
PO Box 71 
St Gregor SK  S0K 3X0 
T: 306-366-2158 
E: cindy@harvestgrain.ca

Clancy Seeds Ltd 
PO Box 637 
Carrot River SK  S0E 0L0 
T: 306-768-3566 
E: clancyseeds@sasktel.net

Commodious Trading Inc 
1205 Maple Rd 
North Saanich BC  V8L 5P7 
T: 250-642-7807 
E: info@commodious.ca

D G Global West 
250-4299 Canada Way 
Burnaby BC  V5G 1H3 
T: 604-597-5060 
E: mike@dgglobal.ca

E T G Commodities Inc 
6601 Goreway Dr Unit B 
Mississauga ON  L4V 1V6 
T: 416-900-4148

Export Packers Co Ltd 
107 Walker Dr 
Brampton ON  L6T 5K5 
T: 905-792-9700 ext 4240 
E: craig_murray@exportpackers.com

Fill-More Seeds Inc 
(Seaboard Special Crops) 
PO Box 70 
Fillmore SK  S0G 1N0 
T: 306-722-3353 
E: info@seaboardspecialcrops.com

Global Food & Ingredients Inc 
400-81 Colborne St 
Toronto ON  M5E 1E3 
T: 416-940-8590 ext 111 
E: ken.nott@gfiglobalfood.com

GrainEx International Ltd 
108 Broadway St PO Box 7 
Sedley SK  S0G 4K0 
T: 306-885-2288 
E: mcoupal@sasktel.net

Maviga N A Inc 
209-845 Broad St 
Regina SK  S4R 8G9 
T: 306-721-8900 
E: tasha@mavigana.com

Natural Specialty Crops Co U L C 
RR 2 PO Box 4 LCD Main 
Regina SK  S4P 2Z2 
T: 306-522-2293 
E: jasona.nsc@gmail.com

Paterson Grain 
22nd Floor 333 Main St 
Winnipeg MB  R3C 4E2 
T: 204-956-2090 
E: info@patersongrain.com

Prime Seeds International Inc 
1480-885 W Georgia St 
Vancouver BC  V6C 3E8 
T: 604-990-2500 
E: sales@primeseeds.com

Purely Canada Foods 
PO Box 56 
Lajord SK  S0G 2V0 
T: 306-721-7771

Rudy Agro Ltd 
PO Box 100 
Outlook SK  S0L 2N0 
T: 306-867-8667 
E: les@rudyagro.ca

Scoular Canada Ltd 
1110-10201 Southport Rd SW 
Calgary AB  T2W 4X9 
T: 587-349-5077 
E: canada_compliance@scoular.com

Seaboard Special Crops 
201-2595 Quance St E 
Regina SK  S4V 2Y8 
T: 306-565-3911 
E: chad.campbell@seaboardcorp.com

SNTAJ Inc 
1503-49 Thorncliffe P D R 
Toronto ON  M4H 1J6 
T: 205-304-3769 
E: sntaj@yahoo.ca

Soraj Holdings Inc 
12236 72nd Ave 
Surrey BC  V3W 2M2 
T: 778-723-0700 
E: sajad@soraj.ca

Victoria Pulse Trading Corp 
600-850 West Hastings St 
Vancouver BC  V6C 1E1 
T: 604-733-1094 
E: tala@victoriapulse.ca

Viterra Inc. 
2625 Victoria Ave 
Regina SK  S4T 7T9 
Contact local facility
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THE CANARY SEED DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION MISSION: 
To coordinate research and market use expansion for the advancement of the 
Canary seed industry for the benefit of growers and other stakeholders.

The Canary Seed Development Commission of Saskatchewan 
was established in 2006 under the Agri-Food Act, 2004.

CANARY SEED DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION OF SASKATCHEWAN (CSDCS) 
& THE CANARY SEED ASSOCIATION OF CANADA (CSAC)

Office Hours Kevin Hursh, Executive Director 
Monday to Friday Hursh Consulting & Communications 
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Tel: 306.933.0138 
 kevin@hursh.ca

CSDCS Office Adele Buettner, General Manager 
Bay 6A - 3602 Taylor Street East AgriBiz Communications Corp. 
Saskatoon, SK  S7H 5H9 P: 306.975.6624 
 F: 306.244.4497 
 office@agribiz.ca

Return undeliverable Canadian address to the above address.
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