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As I write this
message, it is
early August
and most of us
are awaiting
harvest results.
Overall, the
crops definitely
look better
than last year
(not too hard
to beat). There are areas that will
be excellent, and others that missed
timely rains, or endured excessive
amounts that will have disappointing
results.
At the CSDCS summer board meeting,
we discussed the lower levy fees
collected due to last year’s droughtravaged crop. This may cause some
budgeting issues, but overall, we are
still in pretty solid shape. We also
heard from our office manager, Adele
Buettner, who reported on some
discussions she had with various food
retailers in the province trying to get
some alpiste products onto store
shelves. There is definitely interest
and, eventually, we look forward to
finding some products containing
Canary seed (alpiste) on store shelves

as well as opportunities to try recipes
containing this protein-packed grain.
As part of our summer meeting,
we toured the research plots of our
breeder, Pierre Hucl. There are some
promising itchless varieties that are
closing the yield gap on the older
varieties. Pierre is also working on
varieties that may offer better wild oat
control.
Our upcoming annual general meeting
is also going to experience a change.
Due to some scheduling conflicts and
a desire to attract growers from the
southeast part of the province, we are
moving the CSDCS AGM to Regina.
We are still working on details, but
the meeting and information session
will be held on December 14th. We
look forward to being able to host an
in-person event that is also accessible
online. It will be nice to try a new
location, and we hope to meet some
growers who haven’t been able to
attend in the past.
Best of luck to everyone on the
upcoming harvest. Hopefully, it’s more
bountiful than last year. Stay safe.
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AGM to be held in Regina December 14
The Canary Seed Development Commission of Saskatchewan’s AGM and
information meeting has always been held as part of Saskatoon’s Crop Production
Week in early January. This time, the AGM will be held in Regina on December 14.
Please mark your calendar to attend in person or virtually.
CSDCS directors decided to make the time and location change due to numerous
factors:
• A
 nother crop commission (Sask Wheat) has moved their AGM to the Monday
morning of Crop Production Week, which is the same time CSDCS has
traditionally held their meeting and may cause a conflict for many producers.
• W
 ednesday afternoon of Crop Production Week was open, but there might be
meeting fatigue by then with all the events going on that week.
• H
 aving the meeting several weeks earlier than normal provides an early
opportunity for a market outlook presentation on Canary seed as well as a range
of other crops.
• W
 ith a stand-alone meeting, there will be more time to provide information
growers will find useful.
• T he Regina area has a good concentration of Canary seed growers as well as
industry representatives, so we anticipate a good response.
As December 14 approaches, watch for meeting details in the next newsletter as
well as on www.canaryseed.ca.

Nominations Open for Two
CSDCS Directors
Nomination deadline – September 30, 2022 at 12:00 p.m.
Nominations are being accepted for two director positions on the board of the Canary Seed Development Commission
of Saskatchewan (CSDCS).
Directors serve a three-year term and are eligible for re-election for an additional two terms. The CSDCS board consists
of up to seven elected directors who represent all Saskatchewan Canary seed producers and direct the operations and
programs of the CSDCS.
Directors are not paid a salary; however, they do receive a per diem for the actual days spent on CSDCS business.
Expenses are also reimbursed. CSDCS directors attend approximately five regular board meetings per year and are
sometimes called upon to represent the CSDCS at meetings and major conferences that help shape the Canary seed
industry. Some meetings are held by Zoom.
To stand for office, nominate, or vote, a person must be a registered producer with the CSDCS. A registered Canary
seed producer is any producer who has had a Saskatchewan Canary seed levy deducted in the last three years, and
who has not requested a refund in the last year of levy payment. All producers selling Saskatchewan-grown Canary
seed to registered buyers are automatically registered with the CSDCS.
A registered producer that is a corporation, association, society, farming partnership, producer who has sold jointly
with another individual or individuals, or any designation other than an individual, is entitled to nominate, vote and
hold office through a designated representative who has been appointed in writing. Completion of a Designated Voting
Representative form is required.
Nomination forms, as well as Designated Voting Representative forms, can be downloaded from www.canaryseed.ca.
Forms are also available from the CSDCS office. Telephone: 306.975.6624.
Completed forms must be received by the Returning Officer no later than 12:00 p.m. (noon) on Friday,
September 30, 2022. Forms need to be signed by three registered Canary seed producers and they must provide
Designated Voting Rep forms if Canary seed was not sold in the individual’s name. You may want four or five signatures
in case someone who signs isn’t actually registered. It’s also important to send forms in well before the deadline so any
issues can be addressed before the deadline.
A bio of up to 300 words must accompany each nomination. The bio can include information on the candidate’s
background, farming operation and ideas for advancing Canary seed. In the event of an election, candidate bios will be
provided to voters.
The Returning Officer’s contact information, including email, fax and phone number, is included on the nomination
form and completed nominations may be submitted by mail, email or fax.
An election (if required) will be held electronically with a mail-in ballot option. New directors officially assume their
position after the Annual General Meeting, which will be held in Regina, SK on December 14, 2022.
Nomination check-list:
• Nomination form signed by at least three registered Canary seed producers
• Designated Voting Rep forms for the nominee as well as signers unless Canary seed sold under personal name
• A bio of up to 300 words
• Submission to Returning Officer before September 30 deadline
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Canary Seed Research at the Crop Development Centre
Kevin Hursh, Executive Director

On July 19, CSDCS directors held a board meeting in
Saskatoon, followed by a tour of the Canary seed research
being conducted by the University of Saskatchewan’s Crop
Development Centre. The tour was at the university’s
Kernen Farm on the east edge of Saskatoon. The farm and
the city used to have some separation, but as you can see in
the photo of tour participants, city houses come right up to
the edge of the property.
Guiding the tour was Pierre Hucl, the long-time wheat and
Canary seed breeder at the Crop Development Centre,
along with Elena Benic, a research officer who works with
Hucl. Unexpectedly, the director of the Crop Development
Centre, Curtis Pozniak, also joined the group for most of the
tour. Pozniak is a wheat and durum breeder. The centre is
celebrating its 50th anniversary.

Under the ADF project, Pierre Hucl is investigating a wide
range of Canary seed lines to see if any have advanced
herbicide tolerance. Fenoxaprop (trade names Puma
Advance, HellCat, Vigil WB) used to be registered for
wild oat and green foxtail control in Canary seed, but the
registration was removed because the herbicide sometimes
caused too much crop damage. Avadex, applied preemergence, is the only wild oat control registered for the
crop.
A slight boost in Canary seed tolerance to fenoxaprop
might enable registration to eventually be re-established.
It should be noted that creating brand new herbicide
tolerance in a crop is a different beast. In that case, Plant
Novel Trait registration would be needed which would be
very expensive and time-consuming.
Beyond fenoxaprop, Hucl is examining
a wide range of other herbicides to
see if they may have any applicability.

Left to right: Elena Benic, Crop Development Centre research officer; David Nobbs, CSDCS
director; Jim Hale, CSDCS director; Stuart Lawrence, CSDCS director; Pierre Hucl, Canary seed
breeder at Crop Development Centre; Justin Korte, CSDCS director; Rick Lindsay, CSDCS director;
Chad Haskey, CSDCS director; Darren Yungmann, CSDCS chair; Curtis Pozniak, Director of Crop
Development Centre

A major portion of what Canary
seed growers pay in check-off
levy goes to the work at the
Crop Development Centre.
Annual support of $85,000
is provided for the breeding
program and another $10,000
a year is contributed towards
an Ag Development Fund (ADF)
project which in turn helps
leverage significant funding
from the province.
Pierre Hucl’s Canary seed breeding
program was decimated by drought
in 2021. This year, his plots were
much better.

In his breeding program,
Hucl continues to make yield
improvements in glabrous (hairless)
lines. CDC Cibo, released a few years
ago, is the first yellow-seeded variety
ever registered. A yellow seed coat is
preferred for many food uses.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Canary Seed Market Outlook
Chuck Penner, LeftField Commodity Research
The 2021/22 marketing year has been extraordinary for
Canary seed, in several ways. The most obvious was the
historic drought which dropped Canary seed yields to 849
lb/acre, 36% less than the previous 5-year average. That
produced a 2021 crop of 119,000 tonnes, the smallest
since the last major drought back in 2001/02.
In theory, that should have forced a large drop in the
2021/22 export program, but that hasn’t been the case.
In fact, Canadian exports for August to June were 158,000
tonnes, the largest total since 2010/11, with July exports
still to be reported. On the surface, that’s a bit of a puzzle
given that StatsCan showed Canary seed supplies of only
145,000 tonnes for the year (after it already bumped
up the 2021 crop by 10,000 tonnes). Quite an amazing
performance, with importers buying large volumes in spite
of record prices!

In reality, Canada was able to export more Canary seed
than the official supply number because of a “nudge
nudge wink wink” type of situation. Most farmers and
traders are aware that some Canary seed production just
doesn’t get reported when StatsCan calls, and that’s been
going on for a few years. But that situation has raised two
questions.
The first question was how much Canary seed was really
out there, and the second was what price it would take
to unlock those bins. Based on the size of the 2021/22
export program, as much as 40-50,000 tonnes of phantom

stocks were out there and those were probably a few
years old. In terms of the trigger price that finally brought
this Canary seed to market, this year’s highs of 50 cents or
better seemed to do the trick.
Now that most of this long-lost Canary seed has entered
the market, the 2022 crop is even more important to
maintain adequate supplies. Earlier, StatsCan estimated
seeded area at 291,000 acres, 7% less than last year. The
last available condition ratings from Sask Ag showed 67%
of the province’s Canary seed rated good or excellent,
better than the 10-year average of 61%. For now, our
conservative yield estimate is at the pre-2021 average of
1,335 lb/acre.

This 2022 crop estimate of 171,000 tonnes is 44% more
than last year but is lower than the two years before the
2021 drought. Plus, the real carryover from 2021/22 is
considerably smaller than last year now that unreported
on-farm stocks have largely been drawn down. This means
2022/23 Canary seed supplies may not actually be much
larger than they were in 2021/22.
If that’s the case, these modest supplies would keep
bids fairly well supported. New-crop bids haven’t exactly
crashed, still hovering around the 40-cent level. That’s
not at last year’s highs, but keep in mind this is the time
of year when prices are at their seasonal lows. That’s a
positive sign for the year ahead.
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Canary Seed News Marketing Report
Adele Buettner, General Manager
While the primary market for Canary seed is the bird seed
industry, efforts to expand into the human food industry
continue as we would like to increase the overall demand
for this crop. The Canary Seed Development Commission of
Saskatchewan (CSDCS) has contracted recipe development,
professional photography of the food and a website
(www.alpistecanada.ca) to lay the foundation for this
expansion.
A significant challenge has been accessing reliable and
consistent groats and alpiste flour; however, this has been
addressed now that Brennan and Cara Wiens and Tim and
Jeannine James are dehulling glabrous Canary seed and
InfraReady Product Ltd. processes flour and meal.
In the spring, the CSDCS office researched numerous
specialty and health food retailers in major centres in
Saskatchewan, Alberta and Manitoba to glean a sense of
their interest in alpiste. Conversations were often followed
by an email with more information and an invitation to visit
the alpiste website. Overall, there was more interest in the
alpiste flour than groats. Several of the health food stores
emphasized that they focus on certified organic products;
nevertheless, the majority were more interested in the
overall nutritional properties of alpiste.

While researching retailers, we also looked at potential
products and, in June, Kevin Hursh and I met, via Zoom, with
Sav Bellissimo, Store Brands Manager of Federated Co-op
Ltd. (FCL) Sav has been involved in the food industry for 30
years, with a focus on product and brand development, and
is considered an expert in this area. While we are only in the
preliminary discussion phase, we are pleased with the initial
interest FCL has in alpiste and the possibility of potentially
collaborating on product development. We provided FCL
with samples of dehulled seed and alpiste flour so they can
become familiar with the nuances of the product.
Although we have not actively promoted the alpiste website
since the January annual general meeting, it attracts visitors,
and the average session duration is close to 6 ½ minutes.
Predictably, the homepage is the most visited entry page.
Suppliers, growers and the “sweet treats” pages are tied for
second place. This suggests interest in learning more about
producers, how to obtain alpiste and how to incorporate it
into baking.
While breaking into the food market for human use has been
a slow process, we are optimistic about what the future
holds for alpiste.

Canary Seed Research - Continued from page 4
His newest variety is CDC Lumio, a brown-seeded variety
with the highest glabrous yield to date. It was widely
available to growers this year.
Most of the Canary seed acreage is still seeded to the old
non-glabrous (itchy) varieties of Keet and Cantate, because
they still have the best yields. However, regional variety
tests with many site years of data show that CDC Lumio
is within 10 per cent of the yield of Keet while actually
enjoying a slight yield advantage over Cantate. Check the
Saskatchewan Seed Guide 2022 for the specifics.

Hucl has a new yellow-seeded line, C16057, that is
likely to be released next year. In 22 site years of data, it
yielded similar to CDC Lumio. That’s a 14 to 18 per cent
improvement over the first yellow variety, CDC Cibo. It
takes several years from the release of a variety until it’s
commercially available.
Hucl is careful not to get his hopes too high too early, but
he has a couple of experimental brown lines that looked
amazing for yield last year. It will be interesting to see what
the yield data from this year shows.

canaryseed.ca
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Registered Canary Seed Buyers
This list includes companies registered to collect and submit the Canary seed levy. The Canary Seed
Development Commission of Canada does not endorse one buyer over another. Producers should note that
the licensing and bonding provisions of the Canadian Grain Commission have been extended to Canary seed
starting August 1, 2021. This provides producers with the same payment protection afforded most other crops.
Most of the companies on this list are licensed and bonded, but a couple are still being contacted. If in doubt,
check buyer status with the Canadian Grain Commission.
Active buyers list as of August 3, 2022.
Agricom International Inc
12 109-3711 Delbrooke Ave
North Vancouver BC V7N 3Z4
T: 604-983-6922
E: larraine@agricom.com
Agritel Grain Ltd
PO Box 808
Beausejour MB R0E 0C0
T: 204-268-1415
F: 204-268-3805
E: info@agritelgrain.com
All Commodities (AC) Trading Ltd
1600 2 Mile Road
Winnipeg MB R2N 4K1
T: 204-339-8001
F: 204-339-8002
E: kevin@allcommodities.ca
Alliance Pulse Processors Inc
DBA A G T Foods Canada
6200 East Primrose Green Dr
Regina SK S4V 3L7
T: 844-248-4AGT
E: buying@agtfoods.com
Besco Grain Ltd
PO Box 1390
Carman MB R0G 0J0
T: 204-745-3662
F: 306-745-2965
E: brian@bescograin.ca
Bornhorst Seeds Ltd
PO Box 71
St Gregor SK S0K 3X0
T: 306-366-2158
F: 306-366-2220
E: cindy@harvestgrain.ca
Clancy Seeds Ltd
PO Box 637
Carrot River SK S0E 0L0
T: 306-768-3566
F: 306-768-3599
E: clancyseeds@sasktel.net

Commodious Trading Inc
1205 Maple Rd
North Saanich BC V8L 5P7
T: 250-652-7807
F: 250-483-6499
E: info@commodious.ca

Paterson Grain
22nd Floor 333 Main St
Winnipeg MB R3C 4E2
T: 204-956-2090
F: 204-947-2386
E: info@patersongrain.com

D G Global West
250-4299 Canada Way
Burnaby BC V5G 1H3
T: 604-597-5060
F: 604-597-4933
E: mike@dgglobal.ca

Prime Seeds International Inc
Suite 309 - 151 W Hastings St
Vancouver BC V6B 1H4
T: 604-990-2500
F: 604-990-2520
E: sales@primeseeds.com

E T G Commodities Inc
6601 Goreway Dr Unit B
Mississauga ON L4V 1V6
T: 416-900-4148 ext 709
F: 416-900-4149

Purely Canada Foods
PO Box 56
Lajord SK S0G 2V0
T: 306-721-7771

Etter Seed & Processing Ltd
PO Box 5
Richardson SK S0G 4G0
T: 306-522-1668
E: jim@etterseed.com
Export Packers Co Ltd
107 Walker Dr
Brampton ON L6T 5K5
T: 905-792-9700 ext 4240
F: 905-792-7421
E: craig_murray@exportpackers.com

Scoular Canada Ltd
1110-10201 Southport Rd SW
Calgary AB T2W 4X9
T: 587-349-5077
E: canada_compliance@scoular.com
Seaboard Special Crops
201-2595 Quance St E
Regina SK S4V 2Y8
T: 306-565-3911
F: 306-565-3912
E: chad.campbell@seaboardcorp.com

Global Food & Ingredients Inc
43 Colborne St, Suite 400
Toronto ON M5E 1E3
T: 416-732-6763
E: ken.nott@gfiglobalfood.com

SNTAJ Inc
1503-49 Thorncliffe P D R
Toronto ON M4H 1J6
T: 647-894-8261
F: 207-447-1173
E: sntaj@yahoo.ca

Maviga N A Inc
209-845 Broad St
Regina SK S4R 8G9
T: 306-721-8900
F: 306-721-8988
E: tasha@mavigana.com

Victoria Pulse Trading Corp
601-850 West Hastings St
Vancouver BC V6C 1E1
T: 604-733-1094
F: 604-733-1097
E: tala@victoriapulse.ca

Natural Specialty Crops Co U L C
RR 2 PO Box 4 LCD Main
Regina SK S4P 2Z2
T: 306-522-2293
F: 204-480-4533
E: jasona.nsc@gmail.com

Viterra Inc.
2625 Victoria Ave
Regina SK S4T 7T9
Contact local facility
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