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Message from the Chair  JULY 26, 2018
By Lucas Sutherland

As I write this, 
harvest is fast 
approaching in 
some areas of 
our province 
and a distant 
dream in 
others. This 
is a reflection 

of the stark contrast in precipitation 
across regions. Here in west-central 
Saskatchewan, you will find fields 
where drought conditions have wiped 
out all hope for an average crop, areas 
with excellence yield potential, water 
saturated soil propagating root rot 
and hail damaged crops, all within 
a one hour drive. Within all these 
drastically different environmental 
conditions, you will find canaryseed 
crops from poor, to great, to fair, to 
lost.  

Thundershowers can be spotty and 
not very fair when dealing out rain 
totals. As the saying goes, it seems 
‘fair is a place where pigs are judged.’ 
Rain, as with all crops, is the main 
determining factor for canary yields, 
however, any seasoned canary grower 
can attest to its frustrating variability.  

We have put forth funds to help 
mitigate these variables by investing 
your money in fusarium research, the 
establishment of aphid thresholds, 
crop sequencing, and micro nutrient 
studies.  Plant breeding continues 
to focus on higher, stable yields, 
and minimizing lodging, as well as 
exploring chemical tolerances to 
improve weed control. Our goal is 
to uncover yield robbers with the 
hope of establishing more consistent 
improved yields.
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2017 CDCS
Board of Directors

Lucas Sutherland, Chair
PO Box 37, Eston, SK S0L 1G0
Tel: 306-962-7279
lucas_sutherland@hotmail.com

Darren Yungmann, Vice-Chair
Box 63, St. Gregor, SK S0K 3X0
Tel: 306-366-4733   Cell: 306-281-8733
djyungmann@sasktel.net

Ken Clancy
Box 637, Carrot River, SK S0E 0L0
Tel: 306-768-3566   Cell: 306-768-7762
Fax: 306-768-3599
clancyseeds@sasktel.net

Chad Haskey
Box 729, Wadena, SK S0A 4J0
Tel: 306-338-9580
chadhaskey@sasktel.net

Justin Korte
Box 262, Muenster, SK S0K 2Y0
Tel: 306-231-8915   Cell: 306-682-1429
justinkorte1@hotmail.com

Richard Lindsay
Box 368, Arborfield, SK S0E 0A1
Tel: 306-769-8634   Cell: 306-263-3269
r.lindsay@sasktel.net

David Nobbs
100-318 Wellman Lane, Saskatoon, SK S7T 0J1
Tel: 306-931-7775   Cell: 306-460-9272
Fax: 306-463-0060
david@canpulsefoods.com

ADVISORS:

Pierre Hucl
51 Campus Drive, Saskatoon, SK S0H 2J0
Tel: 306-966-8667
pierre.hucl@usask.ca

Bill May
PO Box 760, Indian Head, SK S0G 2K0
Tel: 306-695-5225 
Fax: 306-695-3445
william.may@agr.gc.ca

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:

Kevin Hursh
566 Adilman Drive, Saskatoon, SK S7K 7H5
Tel: 306-933-0138   Cell: 306-222-0238 
Fax: 306-249-4869
kevin@hursh.ca

CDCS OFFICE:

AgriBiz Communications Corp. 
Adele Buettner, General Manager
Bay 6A – 3602 Taylor Street East 
Saskatoon, SK S7H 5H9
Tel: 306-975-6624 
Fax: 306-244-4497

If canaryseed yields can be considered variable, the market has been anything 
but. While not having enjoyed the sharp highs some other markets enjoyed 
in recent years, it is not experiencing the lows as of yet. Our goal is to expand 
canaryseed demand by reducing barriers in the food industry that will in turn 
encourage its incorporation as a novel food ingredient.  

To accomplish this, we needed to understand these barriers. By hiring a 
marketing and branding research company, we were able to introduce 
canaryseed to food companies both small and large and get their feedback. We 
can say from this project there is interest in using canaryseed, but there is still 
work to be done in order for its use to be accepted within the food industry.  

Heeding this research, we are investing in a more in-depth nutritional analysis 
of canaryseed. We are also hoping to conclusively determine if there is a link 
between wheat allergies and canaryseed. If we can prove there is no link, it 
will allow us to more effectively target the gluten free market.   

With the transition to the human food chain, the crop protection products 
used on canaryseed must have their registrations extended to include 
human consumption. This complex process required the hiring of an outside 
consultant and we are moving towards having the most commonly used 
chemicals on canaryseed registered.  Producers will have to be vigilant when 
selecting chemicals in the future if they plan on selling canaryseed to enter the 
human food chain. Through the whole process, we hope to end up with some 
registrations for both birdseed and human food that we don’t currently have.  

even with all these initiatives, it seems as we lift one barrier it only unveils 
another, but if enough obstacles are removed, hopefully significant quantities 
will eventually flow into the human food market. 

Commodity prices have dropped drastically for some crops over the past 
year. It is more important than ever to have cropping alternatives to maintain 
strong rotations that keep farms profitable as a whole. Canaryseed can be 
one of those crops.

Message from the Chair – continued from front page
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Pictured left to right: Lucas Sutherland, Rick Lindsay, Darren Yungmann, Kevin Hursh (executive Director), Chad 
Haskey, David Nobbs, Pierre Hucl, Ken Clancy, Justin Korte

On July 24, the CDCS board toured research plots with canaryseed breeder 
Pierre Hucl. This was at the university’s Kernen Crop Research Farm located 
on the outskirts of Saskatoon. In addition to Pierre’s extensive variety trials, 
the board also viewed his herbicide tolerance plots aimed at trying to find a 
suitable post emergent wild oat product for canaryseed.
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Directors Wanted:
Nominations open for CDCS Director  |  Nomination Deadline – October 19 at noon

NOMINATIONS ARe BeING ACCePTeD for four director 
positions on the Canaryseed Development Commission 
of Saskatchewan (CDCS). 

Directors serve a three-year term and are eligible 
for re-election for one further term. The CDCS board 
consists of seven elected directors who represent all 
Saskatchewan canaryseed producers and direct the 
operations and programs of the CDCS. 

Two of the four vacancies will replace directors who 
have served two consecutive terms and are not eligible 
to run again.

Directors are not paid a salary; however, they do receive 
a per diem for the actual days spent on CDCS business. 
expenses are also reimbursed. CDCS Directors attend 
approximately five regular board meetings per year 
and are sometimes called upon to represent the CDCS 
at meetings and major conferences that help shape 
the canaryseed industry. The total time commitment is 
typically fewer than six days per year. 

To stand for office, nominate, or vote, a person must 
be a registered producer with the CDCS. A registered 
canaryseed producer is any producer who has had a 
Saskatchewan canaryseed levy deducted in the last 
three years, and who has not requested a refund in 
the last year of levy payment. All producers selling 
Saskatchewan-grown canaryseed to registered buyers 
are automatically registered with the CDCS. 

A registered producer that is a corporation, association, 
society, farming partnership, producer who has sold 
jointly with another individual or individuals, or any 

designation other than an individual, is entitled to 
nominate, vote and hold office through a designated 
representative who has been appointed in writing. 
Completion of a Designated Voting Representative Form 
is required.

Nomination forms as well as Designated Voting 
Representative forms are available from the CDCS office, 
telephone: 306.975.6624.  Forms are also posted at 
www.canaryseed.ca.

Completed forms must be received by the Returning 
Officer no later than 12:00 p.m. (noon) on Friday, 
October 19, 2018.

Forms need to be signed by three registered canaryseed 
producers. You may want four or five signatures in case 
someone who signs isn’t actually registered. It’s also a 
good idea to send forms in well before the deadline so 
any issues can be addressed. 

The Returning Officer’s contact information including 
email, fax and phone number are included on the 
nomination form and completed nominations may be 
submitted by mail, email or fax.

An election (if required) will be held by mail in as well as 
electronic ballot. New directors officially assume their 
position after the Annual General Meeting, which will be 
held in Saskatoon, SK, January 14, 2019. 
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Once again, the current situation 
for canaryseed is the same old flat 
market environment. Actually, it 
seems to be even deader than usual, 
with bids not moving much more 
than a cent since the 2017 harvest. 
But often these quiet markets can 
disguise developments going on 
behind the scenes. In fact, the steady 
prices in the last month or two 
suggest some market strength, as 
canaryseed has been able to avoid 
the seasonal weakness that affects 
most crops at this time of year.

One of the friendlier signals for 
canaryseed is this year’s 2018 seeded 
acreage estimate from StatsCan. In its 
June report, seeded area was pegged 
at 217,000 acres, a 15 per cent drop 
from last year and the lowest since 
2013. We know there are always 
questions about how reliable farmers’ 
responses are when the StatsCan 
surveyors phone, and that seems to 
especially apply to canaryseed. But 
even if the decline isn’t as much as 
reported, the number is friendly.

Of course, acreage is only half of the 
picture; yields are just as important. 
So far, we’re keeping our yield 
estimate at the 5-year average of just 
under 1,200 pounds per acre and the 
Sask Ag crop condition ratings seem 
to support that view. As of July 23, 
69 per cent of the canaryseed was 
rated good or excellent, just slightly 
ahead of the 10-year average of 65 
per cent good/exc. Of course, the 
crop ratings don’t always correlate 
perfectly with yield projections, but 
they’re a reasonable reflection of 
crop potential.

Based on this average yield, the 
2018 crop would come in at roughly 
115,000 tonnes, 25,000 less than last 
year’s crop and the smallest since 
2001. Keep in mind our caution that 
some canaryseed production doesn’t 
get reported to StatsCan, but the 
general idea is that production will 
still be lower.

even with the usual “phantom 
stocks”, canaryseed supplies will be 

tighter in 2018/19. On the demand 
side, there are some favourable 
signals as well. Canaryseed exports in 
2017/18 are running at the same pace 
as last year and the 5-year average, 
with volumes in May the highest 
monthly total in over 2½ years. 

Aside from the normal seasonal 
bumps to the eu, other buyers are 
emerging which is reducing Canada’s 
dependence on Mexican buyers. 
Mexico is still the largest buyer, 
followed by Belgium, but Indonesia 
has slipped into third place this year. 
And because of a sharp drop in the 
Argentine crop, there’s more interest 
coming from Brazil and other South 
American countries. This should 
provide more solid support for 
demand in 2018/19.

The combination of a smaller 2018 
crop and steady or even stronger 
export demand should finally start 
to give some life to canaryseed 
prices. It’s difficult to predict just 

Potential Strength in Canaryseed Market
Chuck Penner, LeftField Commodity Research

CONTINueD ON NexT PAGe
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how much upside potential there 
is, as a lot of the outcome depends 
on the 2018 yield results. The other 
large unknown is how much elderly 
canaryseed is still in farmers’ bins and 
whether it will take 25 or 30 cents 

(or some other number) for them to 
finally sell those inventories. 

The price strength may take a little 
while to develop. The seasonal trend 
for canaryseed prices, which usually 

mirrors the normal surge in exports 
(seen in the chart) tends to hit a 
lower high in November and a higher 
high in late February. As a result, 
some patience will still be needed in 
marketing canaryseed for 2018/19.

Potential Strength in Canaryseed Market – continued from page 5

NOTE January 14 for the
CDCS Annual Meeting

The Annual General Meeting for the Canaryseed Development Commission 
of Saskatchewan will be held the morning of Monday, January 14, 2019 at the 
Saskatoon Inn. Speakers will conclude around noon at which time a complimentary 
lunch will be provided. Market analyst Chuck Penner will again provide a 
canaryseed outlook along with an outlook for all the various other crops.

The Monday morning timeslot is meant to provide producers with the flexibility 
to attend many of the other activities surrounding Crop Production Week / 
CropSphere / Crop Production Show.

Watch for more specifics on the Canaryseed meeting in the December newsletter 
and at www.canaryseed.ca. 
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Registered Canaryseed Buyers
Agricom International Inc 
213-828 Harbourside Dr 
North Vancouver BC VP7 3R3 
T: 604-983-6922 
F: 604-983-6923

Agritel Grain Ltd 
PO Box 808 
Beausejour MB R0e 0C0 
T: 204-268-1415 
F: 204-268-3805

All Commodities (AC) Trading Ltd 
1600 2 Mile Road 
Winnipeg MB R2N 4K1 
T: 204-339-8001 
F: 204-339-8002

Alliance Pulse Processors Inc 
O/A A G T Foods 
6200e Primrose Green Dr 
Regina SK S4V 3L7 
T: 306-525-4490 
F: 306-525-4463

Besco Grain Ltd 
PO Box 1390 
Carman MB R0G 0J0 
T: 204-745-3662
F: 204-745-2965

Bornhorst Seeds Ltd 
PO Box 71 
St Gregor SK S0K 3x0 
T: 306-366-2158 
F: 306-366-2220

Broadgrain Commodities Inc 
900-18 King St e 
Toronto ON M5C 1C4 
T: 416-504-0070 ext. 317 
F: 416-504-0080

CanPulse Foods Ltd 
100-318 Wellman Lane 
Saskatoon SK S7T 0J1 
T: 306-931-7775 
F: 306-931-7850

Clancy Seeds Ltd 
153 1st St Se PO Box 637 
Carrot River SK S0e 0L0 
T: 306-768-3566 
F: 306-768-3599

Commodious Trading Inc 
1205 Maple Rd 
North Saanich BC V8L 5P7 
T: 250-642-7807 
F: 778-426-1807

Export Packers Co Ltd 
107 Walker Dr 
Brampton ON L6T 5K5 
T: 905-792-9700 ext. 4240 
F: 905-792-7421

Fill-More Seeds Inc 
PO Box 70 
Fillmore SK S0G 1N0 
T: 306-722-3353 
F: 306-722-3328

Globeways Canada Inc 
2570 Matheson Blvd e 
Mississauga ON L4W 4Z3 
T: 905-712-1010

GrainEx International Ltd 
108 Broadway St PO Box 7 
Sedley SK S0G 4K0 
T: 306-885-2288 
F: 306-885-2039

Horizon Agro Inc 
RR 1 PO Box 59 
Morris MB R0G 1K0 
T: 204-746-2026 
F: 204-746-2343

Ilta Grain Inc 
8427 160th St 
Surrey BC V4N 0V6 
T: 604-597-5060 
F: 604-597-4933

Keyser Farms Ltd 
PO Box 339 
Cupar SK S0G 0Y0 
T: 306-723-4949 
F: 306-723-4656

Lead Grains of Canada Inc 
406-1334 14th Ave SW 
Calgary AB T3C 0W2 
T: 587-351-9107

Maviga N A Inc 
209-845 Broad St 
Regina SK S4R 8G9 
T: 306-721-8900 
F: 306-721-8988

Natural Specialty Crops Co U L C 
PO Box 1927 
Tisdale SK S0e 1T0 
T: 306-873-4006 
F: 204-480-4533

Paterson Grain 
22nd Floor 333 Main St 
Winnipeg MB R3C 4e2 
T: 204-956-2090 
F: 204-947-2386

Prime Seeds International Inc 
502-535 Thurlow St 
Vancouver BC V6e 3L2 
T: 604-990-2500 
F: 604-990-2520

Rudy Agro Ltd 
PO Box 100 
Outlook SK S0L 2N0 
T: 306-867-8667

S S Johnson Seeds Ltd 
PO Box 3000 
Arborg MB R0C 0A0 
T: 204-376-5228

Scoular Canada Ltd 
1110-10201 Southport Rd SW 
Calgary AB T2W 4x9 
T: 403-720-9050 
F: 403-720-9059

Seaboard Special Crops 
205-2595 Quance St e 
Regina SK S4V 2Y8 
T: 306-565-3904 
F: 306-565-3912

Simpson Seeds Inc 
PO Box 1136 
Moose Jaw SK S6H 4P8 
T: 306-693-2132 
F: 306-693-4489

SNTAJ Inc 
1503-49 Thorncliffe P D R 
Toronto ON M4H 1J6 
T: 205-304-3769 
F: 207-447-1173

Soraj Holdings Inc 
12236 72nd Ave 
Surrey BC V3W 2M2 
T: 778-723-0700

Victoria Pulse Trading Corp 
600-850 West Hastings St 
Vancouver BC V6C 1e1 
T: 604-733-1094 
F: 604-733-1097

Viterra Inc. 
2625 Victoria Ave 
Regina SK S4T 7T9 
Local Viterra
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THE CANARYSEED DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION MISSION: 
To coordinate research and market use expansion for the advancement of 
the canaryseed industry for the benefit of growers and other stakeholders.

The Canaryseed Development Commission of Saskatchewan 
was established in 2006 under the Agri-Food Act, 2004.

CANARYSEED DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION OF SASKATCHEWAN (CDCS) 
& THE CANARYSEED ASSOCIATION OF CANADA (CAC)

Office Hours Kevin Hursh, Executive Director 
Monday to Friday Hursh Consulting & Communications 
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Tel: 306.933.0138 
 kevin@hursh.ca

CDCS Office: Adele Buettner, General Manager 
Bay 6A - 3602 Taylor Street East AgriBiz Communications Corp. 
Saskatoon, SK  S7H 5H9 P: 306.975.6624 
 F: 306.244.4497

Return undeliverable Canadian address to the above address.
Canadian Publications Agreement Number 41379547

41379547


